
 

 

David C. Frederick Public Service Internship Award 
and the William J. Keefe Congressional Fellowship 

Application Materials and Instructions 
 
Descrip�on: 
The David C. Frederick Public Service Internship Award and William J. Keefe Congressional Fellowship 
support University of Pitsburgh students to pursue unpaid public service internships outside of 
Pitsburgh during the summer.  Frederick internships may be with a non-profit organiza�on or 
government agency located anywhere in the United States (outside of Pitsburgh or the student's 
hometown); many of these organiza�ons are located in ci�es such as Washington, D. C. and New York.  

Keefe Fellows are supported as they pursue internships within the U.S. Congress, either in the House of 
Representa�ves or the Senate in Washington, D.C.  Priority is given to high-achieving students with an 
interest in leadership, policy, governance, public service, and those who possess a strong desire to 
promote the common good.  

Once selected, Frederick Honors College faculty and staff are available to coach award recipients through 
the process of preparing for or refining internship applica�ons related to their areas of interest.  The 
internships should take place approximately from mid-May through early-August.   

In addi�on to offering students an extraordinary opportunity to launch their future success in a variety of 
fields, it is the hope and expecta�on that alumni of these opportuni�es will “pay it forward” by helping 
to support others in their own pursuit of public-service-related opportuni�es in the future.  

Applicant Guidelines: 
Applicants must be a full-�me Pit undergraduate student in the semester following funded internship.  
Students are expected to be high-achieving with an interest in leadership, public service, policy, and the 
common good.   

Materials Required for Submission:  
In addi�on to the personal informa�on required in the applica�on,  applicants will be asked to atach the 
following documents:  

1.) Statement of Interest: 
The Statement of Interest should be an essay of 1000-words or less discussing your area of 
public policy interest for this internship.  Statements of Interest should include the following:  

• Policy Interest: Applicants should discuss their par�cular public policy interests. 
• Academic Interest: How will this program further your academic goals and how 

does public service fit into your broader professional trajectory?  
• Organiza�ons of Interest: Applicants should provide examples of public service 

organiza�ons with which they would like to intern.  

Successful applicants will be able to iden�fy several organiza�ons which they hope to work with if 
provided this award.  

 



 

 

2.) Civic Engagement Statement: 
Include an essay of 300-words or less addressing how your interests in public policy are related 
to interests in crea�ng a broader impact that contributes to the public good.   Applicants could 
discuss how they bring a unique perspec�ve to their issues, and, if applicable, describe any 
personal challenges they face in taking an unpaid internship.  
 

3.) Resume and Leter of Recommenda�on: 
Applicants must submit a resume and leter of recommenda�on.  
 

• Resume: A document that describes your academic progress, employment 
experience, and co-curricular involvement.  

• Leter of Recommenda�on: A leter from an individual who can speak to either 
o  a.) Your academic capacity, success, or poten�al in a specific academic 

discipline or  
o b.) A mentor who has awareness of your cri�cal thinking, problem-solving, 

crea�vity, and or leadership skills preferably in a professional se�ng.  

4.)  Submitting the Application 
Submit your application online before the deadline. Please do NOT mail your application or 
provide hard copies. 

 
Please contact Dr. Catherine Cordova, Director of Community Engaged Learning, cgc77@pitt.edu with 

any questions. 
 

This award is generously funded by David C. Frederick, Honors alum ('83) and Pit's first Rhodes Scholar. 
He also earned his PhD at Oxford and his JD at the University of Texas. He is as an appellate atorney in 
Washington, D.C., and has notably argued more than 50 cases before the U.S. Supreme Court. He has 
advocated for the public and communi�es in several high-profile cases and established this award to 

inspire and enable more undergraduates to enhance their careers in public service. 
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